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Synopsis

Originally published in 1913 when most of Mozart’s operas were still almost completely unknown in
Britain and America, Edward J. Dent’s classic study is now reissued in honor of the 200th
anniversary of the Mozart’s death. Thoroughly revised in 1947, and now featuring a new introduction
by one of today’s most distinguished opera scholars, Winton Dean, this volume offers a whole new
generation of readers access to the seminal work on Mozart’s opera. Dent was fundamental in
reviving interest in the great composer’s opera, and his translations of the librettos did much to
popularize them with English-speaking audiences. For each of the major operas Dent examines its
composition, explores the background of its libretto, provides a synopsis of its plot, analyzes its
music, and offers a lively discussion of the work’s public reception. In addition, he blends his study
of the operas with much biographical detail, shedding light not only on the composer and the opera
of his time, but on the whole eighteenth-century world of music in which Mozart thrived. Anyone

interested in opera in general and Mozart in particular will find this book indispensable.
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Customer Reviews

About the author: Edward J. Dent, the renowned musicologist, was Professor of Music at the
University of Cambridge. Winton Dean is a well-known opera scholar and is the author of Essays on

Opera (Oxford, 1990).
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